A JACKDAW-STYLE DOSSIER

STEWART MCKIE

The Entertainer

1960

THE WORLD OF THIS FILM Morecambe, 1960

Archie Rice's dying music hall; filmed in Morecambe.
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The world of Morecambe, 1960

WHAT PEOPLE EARNED

Manual worker weekly earnings, 1960 unveriFieo

The average weekly wage for a male manual worker in Britain in 1960 was approximately £11 to
£12, with unskilled workers in seaside-resort service jobs often earning less. Morecambe's
economy depended heavily on seasonal work — hotel porters, fairground hands, and boarding-
house staff might earn as little as £7-£8 a week in the summer season, with little work in winter.
National Insurance contributions of around 4 shillings a week were deducted before a man saw
his pay packet.

Al-sourced — verify against ONS/Hansard/period sources before publishing.

WHAT THINGS COST

Seaside boarding-house rates, Morecambe, 1960 unveririep

A full-board week in a Morecambe boarding house in 1960 cost roughly 5 to 7 guineas per adult
(E5 5s to £7 7s), including breakfast, a midday dinner, and high tea. A pint of bitter in a
Morecambe pub such as those along the West End promenade cost around 1 shilling and 2
pence. A stick of Morecambe rock from a promenade stall was about 3 pence.

Al-sourced — verify against ONS/Hansard/period sources before publishing.

ON THE RADIO

“Why" (Anthony Newley song) unveririeo

Anthony Newley's "Why" reached number one in the UK Singles Chart in February 1960 and
stayed there for four weeks. Newley's cockney-inflected performance style had much in common
with the faded-variety-artist world depicted in The Entertainer, and his records would have been
heard on jukeboxes in Morecambe cafés and amusement arcades throughout the summer
season. The song was released on Decca Records.

Al-sourced — verify against ONS/Hansard/period sources before publishing.
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ON THE TELLY
Coronation Street

Coronation Street is a British television soap opera created by Granada

>

Television and shown on ITV since 9 December 1960. The programme CORONATION STREET

v

centres on a cobbled, terraced street in the fictional town of Weatherfield
in Greater Manchester. The location was itself based on Salford, the
hometown of the show's first screenwriter and creator, Tony Warren.

Coronation Street made its first broadcast on ITV on 9 December 1960, produced by Granada
Television whose transmitter served the Lancashire coast including Morecambe. The programme
depicted working-class northern terraced life that Morecambe residents would have recognised
immediately — back-to-back streets, corner shops, and the pub as social centre. By early 1961 it
was already drawing audiences of over 13 million.

Wikipedia »

IN THE NEWS

Sharpeville massacre

The Sharpeville massacre occurred on 21 March 1960, when police opened
fire on a crowd of people who had assembled outside the police station in
the township of Sharpeville in the then Transvaal Province of the then
Union of South Africa to protest against the apartheid system and its pass
laws.

On 21 March 1960 South African police killed 69 Black protesters at Sharpeville, an event that
dominated British newspaper front pages for days and prompted protests in Lancashire towns.
The Morecambe and Heysham Labour Party passed a resolution condemning apartheid within
weeks. The massacre accelerated the movement to expel South Africa from the Commonwealth,
finalised in 1961.

Wikipedia ~
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THE LAW AS IT STOOD

Betting and Gaming Act 1960

The Betting and Gaming Act 1960 was a British act of Parliament that
legalised additional forms of gambling in the United Kingdom. It was
passed on 1 September 1960 and came into effect on 1 January 1961.

The Betting and Gaming Act 1960, which received Royal Assent on 29 July 1960, legalised cash
betting shops for the first time in Britain, transforming the leisure landscape of working-class
seaside towns like Morecambe almost overnight. Before the Act, off-course cash betting was
illegal and conducted through street bookies — a familiar figure on Morecambe's back streets.
Licensed betting offices began opening across the country from May 1961.

Wikipedia ~

STREETS AND HOUSING
Morecambe's boarding-house belt unveririen

By 1960 Morecambe had approximately 600 registered boarding houses and small hotels, many
of them Victorian and Edwardian terraces converted along the seafront and in streets running
back from the promenade. Occupancy had been declining since the mid-1950s as cheap package
holidays to Spain began to undercut the British seaside. Many landladies kept rates low and
houses in marginal repair, producing the slightly threadbare domestic interiors visible
throughout The Entertainer's location shooting.

Al-sourced — verify against ONS/Hansard/period sources before publishing.

EATING AND DRINKING

Morecambe Bay potted shrimps unveririeo

Morecambe Bay brown shrimps, potted in spiced butter, were a staple local delicacy sold in the
town's market and fishmongers for about 1 shilling and 6 pence for a small pot in 1960. The
shrimping industry, carried on by horse-drawn carts on the sands at Flookburgh and
Morecambe, employed a small but distinct local workforce year-round. Potted shrimps were
served as a starter in the better boarding houses and as a teatime treat in humbler ones.

Al-sourced — verify against ONS/Hansard/period sources before publishing.
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WHAT PEOPLE WORE

Teddy boy subculture unveririen

By 1960 the original Teddy boy look — drape jackets, drainpipe trousers, crepe-soled shoes —
was five or six years old and had filtered down from London to northern seaside resorts like
Morecambe, where groups of Teds gathered around the amusement arcades and dance halls on
summer evenings. Cheap, off-the-peg drainpipes could be bought at Morecambe's Burton
Menswear or C&A equivalent for around 25 shillings. The style was beginning to be displaced
among younger teenagers by the Italian-influenced Continental look of slim suits and winkle-
pickers.

Al-sourced — verify against ONS/Hansard/period sources before publishing.

TIME OFF

Morecambe F.C.

MORECAMBE FC

Morecambe Football Club is a professional association football club based in
Morecambe, Lancashire, England. The team plays in the National League
North, the sixth level of the English football league system, following
relegation from the National League.

Morecambe F.C., founded in 1920, played in the Lancashire Combination in 1960, a Saturday-
afternoon ritual for working men who had little else available on winter weekends in the town.
Christie Park, the club's ground on Lancaster Road, had a capacity of around 9,000, though
average gates were much lower. The club did not reach the Football League until 2007, meaning
in 1960 it was strictly amateur-local entertainment.

Wikipedia »

From the page

The Entertainer
play, 1957 — by John Osborne

The people

DIRECTOR
Tony Richardson
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WRITER
John Osborne

In 1960: John Osborne is a British playwright who rose to prominence with his landmark 1956 play Look
Back in Anger, which helped define the 'Angry Young Men' movement and transformed British theatre. He
wrote The Entertainer as a stage play in 1957, starring Laurence Olivier, and has adapted it for this film.
He is already one of the most celebrated and controversial dramatists in Britain.

WRITER
Nigel Kneale

In 1960: Nigel Kneale is a British screenwriter and dramatist best known for creating the Quatermass
science fiction serials for BBC Television in the 1950s. He has also written notable television adaptations
and screenplays, establishing himself as one of Britain's most distinctive television and film writers. He co-
wrote the screenplay for The Entertainer with John Osborne.

PRODUCER
Harry Saltzman

In 1960: Harry Saltzman is a Canadian-born producer who co-founded Woodfall Film Productions with
Tony Richardson and John Osborne, the company behind key British New Wave films including Look Back
in Anger and The Entertainer. He has been instrumental in bringing Osborne's stage works to the screen.
By 1960 he is one of the most significant independent producers working in British cinema.

ACTOR
Laurence Olivier as Archie Rice

In 1960: Laurence Olivier is widely regarded as one of the greatest actors of the twentieth century,
renowned for his classical stage work and his acclaimed Shakespeare film adaptations including Hamlet
(1948), for which he won the Academy Award for Best Actor. He originated the role of Archie Rice in
Osborne's 1957 stage production of The Entertainer, earning enormous praise. By 1960 he is at the height
of his fame as both actor and director.

ACTOR
Brenda de Banzie as Phoebe Rice

In 1960: Brenda de Banzie is a British stage and film actress who gained wide recognition for her role in
Hobson's Choice (1954) directed by David Lean. She has built a solid career in British theatre and cinema
through the 1950s, taking on strong character roles. She also appeared in the original stage production of
The Entertainer alongside Olivier.

ACTOR
Joan Plowright as Jean Rice

In 1960: Joan Plowright is a rising British stage actress trained at the Old Vic Theatre School who has
become associated with the English Stage Company at the Royal Court Theatre. She appeared in the
original stage productions of Look Back in Anger and The Entertainer, where she worked alongside
Laurence Olivier. By 1960 she is considered one of the most promising young actresses in British theatre.

ACTOR
Roger Livesey as Billy Rice

In 1960: Roger Livesey is a distinguished British actor best known for his collaborations with directors
Michael Powell and Emeric Pressburger, most notably his celebrated performance in The Life and Death of
Colonel Blimp (1943). He has had a long career across stage and screen spanning several decades. By
1960 he is a well-established character actor of considerable stature.
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CINEMATOGRAPHER
Oswald Morris

In 1960: Oswald Morris is one of Britain's leading cinematographers, having worked extensively with
director John Huston on films including Moulin Rouge (1952) and Moby Dick (1956). He has built a
distinguished career photographing major British and American productions through the 1950s and is
known for his innovative approach to colour and lighting. The Entertainer represents his contribution to
the British New Wave.

What it dramatises

Money and the affluent society

Leisure — pub, club, cinema, dance hall, seaside, telly

Items marked with a source link are verified against that source; items marked UNVERIFIED are Al-drafted period colour awaiting a
primary source. Dossier assembled from the Kitchen Sink atlas.
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